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Réunion (Country)
La Réunion
Reunion
Lat.: -21.115140915 - Lng: 55.536384583
Timezone: Asia/Bangkok - GMT +07:00

Réunion is an island and region of France in the Indian Ocean, east of Madagascar and 175 kilometres (109 mi) southwest of Mauritius. As of 2014, it
had a population of 844,994. It is the most prosperous island in the Indian Ocean, having the highest GDP per capita in the region.
The island has been inhabited since the 17th century, when people from France, Madagascar and Africa settled there. Slavery was abolished on 20
December 1848 (a date celebrated yearly on the island), after which indentured workers were brought from South India, among other places. The
island became an overseas department of France in 1946.
As elsewhere in France, the official language is French. In addition, the majority of the region&#39;s population speaks Réunion Creole.
Administratively, Réunion is one of the overseas departments of France. Like the other four overseas departments, it is also one of the 18 regions of
France, with the modified status of overseas region, and an integral part of the Republic with the same status as Metropolitan France. Réunion is an
outermost region of the European Union and, as an overseas department of France, part of the Eurozone.
CultureRéunionese culture is a blend (métissage) of European, African, Indian, Chinese and insular traditions. The most widely spoken language,
Réunion Creole, derives from French.
LanguageFrench is the only official language of Réunion. Although not official, Réunion Creole is the native language of a large part of the population
and is spoken alongside French. Creole is used informally and orally in some administration offices whereas the official language of any administration
office as well as education is French.
Because of the diverse population, other languages are also spoken such as Comorian language varieties (especially Shimaore), Malagasy by recent
immigrants from Mayotte and Madagascar, Mandarin, Hakka and Cantonese by members of the Chinese community, but fewer people speak these
languages as younger generations start to converse in French and Réunion Creole. There are significant number of speakers of Indian languages
mostly Tamil, Gujarati and Urdu. Arabic is taught in mosques and spoken by a small community of Muslims. English is a compulsory second language
as part of the French school curriculum, but as in mainland France, English fluency is rare. German and Spanish are offered as a third language. Tamil
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